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Read this week’s top stories about the state of Arizona. There’s an article on how the unemployment rate dropped to 3.3% in March, COVID cases in the state are decreasing, firefighters in Scottsdale save five dogs from a fire, and Phoenix police are investigating the homicide of a 23-year-old man. You’ll also be interested in this week’s business and economy news. This week’s top stories about Arizona are a mixture of local and national.




Unemployment rate dropped to 3.3% in March




The unemployment rate in Arizona fell to 3.3% in March from its record high of 4.8 percent in February. The BLS released the national unemployment rate this week, but it isn’t known yet whether it will fall below that level again. According to Andrew Sugrue, assistant director of policy for the Arizona Center for Economic Progress, the state’s employment situation has improved steadily in the past two years, largely due to aggressive federal economic relief during the recession. CARES Act and American Rescue Plan Act passed by Congress helped boost the economy.




COVID cases decline in Arizona
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COVID-19 cases in Arizona have fallen significantly this week. The CDC’s case-case ratio, which measures the number of new cases per 100,000 residents, has fallen below 50 cases per 100K residents for the first time since July 2021. The state is now ranked second in the nation for COVID deaths. The CDC recently announced that the number of new cases in Arizona will be under 30 per 100K residents next week.




Firefighters save five dogs from a house fire in Scottsdale




Rescue crews were called to a home in Scottsdale when a fire broke out. They quickly discovered a mother dog and her five puppies, which included a blue-nose pit bull named Lilly. Firefighters rescued the puppies using a nearby dog bowl. They reunited the mother with her pups at a neighbor’s house. The rescue team was not able to determine the cause of the fire.




Phoenix police investigating homicide that left a 23-year-old man dead
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In late April, Phoenix police responded to a shooting, where they found a 23-year-old man with gunshot wounds. The victim was transported to a local hospital, where he later died of his injuries. Phoenix police are still looking for a suspect in the case, and are urging the public to come forward with any information. The investigation is ongoing, but anyone with information can call the Phoenix Police Department at 480-WITNESS (480-Testigo).




State’s largest newspaper endorsed Democratic candidates in 2016




When Arizona’s largest newspaper endorsed Democratic candidates for president in 2016, it did so in the face of backlash from many conservative readers. The editorial board acknowledged the dread that many Republican voters felt when a Clinton was nominated for the presidency and for Supreme Court appointments. The newspaper posted its article to Facebook, where angry comments flooded the page. Many threatened to cancel their subscriptions. The article received nearly 2,000 shares and was commented on more than 1,000 times.




University of Arizona ranked among nation’s top 50 public universities in research expenditures




The University of Arizona has been named one of the nation’s top research universities, with $761 million in total research activity in fiscal year 2020, according to data from the National Science Foundation. The survey, which ranks more than 900 colleges and universities across the United States, is considered the primary source of information regarding research and development expenditures in U.S. colleges. According to the rankings, the University of Arizona’s research activity increased by about seven percent in the last fiscal year.




More
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Three Republican candidates have been invited for interviews for Maricopa County attorney. The unemployment rate for Arizona fell to 3.3% in March, the lowest level in nearly 45 years. In other Arizona news, cancer survivor Jacky Hunt-Broersma is running the marathon despite the loss of her leg two decades ago. She is covering the classic 26-mile marathon distance, mainly on streets near her home in Gilbert. And Arizona police chief is angry about the rise in violence against law enforcement, a trend that may have influenced her decision.
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Apply to be a Sanctioned Event
Do you know of a special event that you think should be a part of the Arizona Centennial celebration? Just fill out the form below or download and fill out our pdf application and your event will be considered for designation as an “Official Centennial Event”.




Official Centennial Event Benefits




Promotion on our Centennial Events page.
Right to use of the Arizona Centennial logo in event promotions.
Exposure in Arizona Centennial messaging such as news releases, newsletters, social media and on our Web site.
Fundraising opportunities through our merchandising program.
Before applying, please review the official event guidelines and criteria.
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If you’re looking for a comfortable ride for a big group of people, you’ve come to the right place. There are several Arizona party bus companies to choose from, including Cottonwood Party Bus, Mirage Limousines, United Coachway, and more. These companies offer different features, including leather seats and a powerhouse sound system. There’s also connectivity on most vehicles, strobe illumination, flat screen displays, and illuminated bars and coolers.




Mirage Limousines




If you’re planning a special event, consider renting an Arizona party bus from one of the many companies in the state. Mirage Limousines has the largest party bus in Arizona and the only Rolls Royce Limousine in Arizona. The company has limos from Lincoln, Cadillac, Chrysler, and Ford, too. There is a party bus for every occasion, from a small group to a large group.




Whether you’re looking for a luxury sedan or a spacious party bus, you’ll be able to find it at the Mirage Limousines. The company specializes in delivering guests to their destination in style and comfort. The experienced drivers and luxurious fleet of vehicles are perfect for your Arizona party bus. Mirage Limousines also offers party bus rental for corporate events. Whether you’re traveling with employees or a large group of friends, Mirage Limousines is the right place to rent a party bus for your special event.
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Cottonwood Party Bus




A Cottonwood Party Bus is the ideal transportation option for your next special event. With its luxurious accommodations and amenities, a Cottonwood Arizona Party Bus is sure to make your next event one to remember. When it comes to partying in Arizona, nothing compares to the convenience and luxury of a party bus. A Cottonwood Arizona Party Bus is perfect for all your guests, so don’t hesitate to choose one. You can be assured of an unforgettable night with a bus ride from Cottonwood Party Bus Company.




If you need a bus for a large group, a 56-passenger coach bus is a great option. It will save you a lot of money, as compared to multiple vehicles and an airplane. Gas prices continue to increase each year, making the lowest-cost option increasingly attractive to travelers. Even if you don’t need a large party bus, a party bus will make transportation for a corporate function much easier. It can make a homecoming even more exciting.




United Coachway
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If you need transportation for your next high school reunion, wedding, or corporate event, consider a United Coachway Arizona party bus. Their large vehicles are perfect for large groups. Many have entertainment poles and Wi-Fi so that everyone can keep up with the fun. US Coachways has different models for all types of events, so you can choose the one that best suits your group’s needs. And with their low prices, you can’t go wrong!
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In this article, we’ll explore the latest news in Arizona politics, including the Republican censure of former Gov. Doug Ducey and the suspension of elective surgeries due to the COVID-19 virus. We’ll also look at the potential impact of President Donald Trump’s recent visit to Yuma. And we’ll take a look at the state’s economic impact as the Republican Party has retreated from its former presidential candidate.




Republicans censure Gosar




Democrats introduced a censure resolution against Rep. Paul Gosar in Arizona politics this week after the congressman used his official social media account to post an anime-style cartoon depicting him killing Democratic Rep. Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez and threatening President Biden with swords. Gosar, who denies advocating violence, claims the cartoon was a symbol of an upcoming floor debate over Mr. Biden’s Build Back Better immigration policy.
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Sinema’s support among Democrats




It’s hard to understand why the Democratic Party is so divided over the candidate’s voting record, but the poll results are telling. Only 42 percent of Democrats said they’d vote for her, and nearly three-quarters of independents voted against her. Sinema, who is running as a Democrat, is also under-seen among Republicans. She’s also under-favored among Democrats, but her net favorability rating spiked after she missed a vote on raising the minimum wage in the COVID package.




Ward’s support among Republicans




In a rare move, Arizona’s GOP party called a signature gathering effort to endorse Ward a sham. The party offered no proof of its success. The organizer of the signature gathering effort, Pima County Republican Bill Beard, said he planned to convene a meeting to address the alleged irregularity in April. However, the event did not happen as planned. Despite the party’s dismay, Ward’s supporters are sticking by him.




Trump’s impact in Yuma




The president is expected to highlight the impact of his immigration policies in Yuma, Arizona, on Tuesday. The Republican president has increased border infrastructure, deployed more Border Patrol agents, and invested in border security tech. Since 2007, illegal border crossings in Yuma have decreased by 82%. In addition, illegal immigration in Yuma is down 47% over the same period last year. Trump’s visit to Yuma follows criticism of his tone following the Charlottesville incident.




Republican challengers to Gosar
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There is a new generation of GOP challengers in Arizona politics, as three candidates seek to unseat six-term incumbent Rep. Paul Gosar for the seat representing western Arizona. One is former Army captain Adam Morgan, who hails from Washington State and moved to Arizona from the liberal coasts to run for public office. Both cite the same issues: rising housing prices and onerous rules from local authorities.
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During the Centennial, the state of Arizona will celebrate its 100th birthday. From special license plate designs to events, this article will guide you through this historic time. Learn about Arizona’s Native American, Anasazi, Mogollon, and political landscapes, and celebrate the state’s past and future. And don’t forget to visit some of the Centennial sites. For more information, visit the Arizona Centennial website.




Events




The Arizona Centennial will feature several free public events. One of the free events is a community fair hosted by the Santa Rita Eagles. The community is encouraged to attend this free event, as there will be plenty of food vendors, a classic car show, and activities for kids. During this fair, there will be a centennial bike ride and an educational class on native trees. There will also be a free children’s concert.




Special license plate design




The special Arizona centennial license plate is a combination of a state flag and an alphabet-soup numbering format. The state adopted this design in 1992, and the design gradually replaced the bluebird design in the previous decade. While the design is unique, the state’s logo and state flag remain as the main graphics. The numbering format of this plate is similar to that used for other state-anniversary plates. The plate’s expiration date falls on September 1, the day of the state’s statehood.
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Native American, Anasazi and Mogollon civilizations




The Southwest is home to three different prehistoric cultures – the Mogollon, Hohokam and Native American. These cultures all lived along the rivers and prospered in the arid deserts. In fact, the Hohokam people developed irrigation systems, which helped them to survive and flourish. In addition to foraging for wild plants, these people also developed unique ways to irrigate their land, allowing them to grow crops.




Political landscape




The political landscape of Arizona has undergone several changes in recent years, with two major party candidates making their mark. The state is currently governed by the Republican Party, which has held the majority in both houses since 1993. During this time, the Democratic Party picked up several legislative seats, but still faces an uphill battle to equalize the state’s political representation. While the Republican Party traditionally dominates the Arizona state legislature, fast-growing suburbs in Phoenix became reliably Republican from the 1950s onward, and conservative Democrats from rural areas began supporting the GOP more. Though Arizona generally supports Republicans in federal elections, Democrats often compete in statewide races. Two of the past six governors have been Democrats.




Hispanic influence




Until the 1920s, Mexicans in Arizona constituted the majority of the state’s population. But people in power worked to minimize Mexican history and cultural heritage. They worked hard to eradicate Mexican culture. As a result, Mexican Americans fought for civil rights, which included the right to learn about their history and culture. This movement ultimately ended in the Arizona Centennial Celebration. But not all Mexicans have embraced this new identity.
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